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BIRD PESTS 
THE INDIAN CROW 
By J. L. LONG, M.D.A., Research Technician, Agriculture Protection Board 
THE Indian crow occasionally reaches the shores of Aust ra l ia f rom southern Asia via 
ships t ravel l ing between Indian and Austral ian ports. 
Also known as the House crow, Colombo 
crow and Ceylon crow, the Indian crow 
Corvus splendens is distributed from 
southern Iran through India, the Hima-
layas, Sikkim, Bhutan, East and West 
Pakistan, Baluchistan, Nepal, Assam, 
Burma and Ceylon to southern China, 
and also the Laccadive and Maldive 
Islands. It has been introduced and 
established in Malaya and a number of 
places in eastern and north-eastern Africa, 
such as Zanzibar and Pemba Islands, 
Mombasa, Port Sudan and also at Muscat 
and Aden. 
Description 
The Indian crow, about 17 inches long, 
is black with a ring of grey feathers around 
the neck. It can be recognised from the 
local crow (or raven) by this ring of grey 
feathers, a more arched beak, a different 
call, and not being as shy in the presence 
of man. It is also slightly smaller than 
our local crow. The width of the grey 
feathered ring varies considerably from a 
faint strip to a large greyish band extend-
ing from the top of the head to the back. 
Sometimes the neck ring has a brownish 
appearance. 
In Australia . 
From time to time the Indian crow 
reaches Australian ports and has been 
reported at Geelong and Werribee in Vic-
toria and Fremantle in Western Australia. 
The earliest known record of the Indian 
crow accompanying ships to Australia is 
1926, on the S.S. Naldera from London to 
Australia. Three birds accompanied the 
ship after leaving Colombo, one died and 
the others left the ship as it approached 
Fremantle. 
Other cases are known—one in 1928 and 
three birds were captured at Fremantle 
between 1937 and 1949. 
At Geelong in May 1959, three birds 
were reported to have flown ashore from 
the M.V. Tavince from Colombo. Again, 
in April 1963, more were reported at large 
in the Werribee district south-west of 
Melbourne. 
In Western Australia between 1950 and 
1961 about 16 birds were shot. They were 
first reported to the Agriculture Protection 
Board by the W.A. Museum in 1950 when 
two were shot at Fremantle and taken to 
the Museum for identification. 
Since then one bird has been shot at 
each of these places: Claremont (1951); 
Fremantle (1954); Bunbury (1956); Kwin-
ana (1958); South Perth, Fremantle 
(1959); Yanchep, Wembley, Byford, Atta-
dale, Fremantle and North Fremantle 
(1960). With one other bird shot and 
another wounded and presumed dead, 
eight birds were killed during 1960. One 
bird was shot at Cottesloe in 1961. Since 
then a tremendous number of reports have 
been received but no further birds have 
been positively identified. 
Bonus 
In 1951 a bonus of two dollars was placed 
on the Indian crow and this has been 
supplemented by a further bonus of ten 
dollars by private firms on at least two 
occasions. The two dollar bonus is Pfv' 
able to any person supplying information 
which leads to the capture of an Indian 
crow. 
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THE INDIAN CROW 
The Indian crow (Corvus splendens) is black, with a ring of grey feathers around 
the neck. The beak is arched. The adult bird is about 17 inches long, and the 
male and female are similar. The Indian crow may be distinguished from the local 
crow species by the ring of grey feathers around the neck, a more arched beak, 
and its slightly smaller size. It also has a different call. 
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LOCAL CROW OR RAVEN 
The local crow or raven iCorvus sp.) is glistening black, the feathers having a 
blue-violet glint when viewed in certain lights. The beak Ls heavy. The adult bird 
is 20 to 22 inches long, and the male and female are similar. The local crow is 
distinguished from the Indian crow by its lack of grey feathers on the neck, and 
its larger size. 
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Habits 
Closely associated with man in its native 
habitat, this crow is common and abundant 
in urban and country areas. It uses 
communal roosts, is noisy, intelligent, bold 
and appears to have a great capacity for 
avoiding danger. As a domestic scavenger 
it has few equals in southern Asia. Being 
omnivorous, it pilfers anything edible, 
entering houses, hotel rooms and other 
buildings, in search of food. In some areas 
such as Travancore and Cochin it is said 
to be useful in the capacity of a scavenger. 
Throughout its natural range the Indian 
crow's status appears to be neutral, al-
though doing a certain amount of damage. 
In India, it raids crops such as wheat and 
maize, causes severe damage to fruit in 
orchards, is a robber of eggs, persecutor 
of young wild birds and occasionally takes 
young poultry. 
On the other hand, it is said to devour 
locusts, termites, and other insect pests 
and in this role was introduced into 
Selangor in Malaya. A plague of cater-
pillars was threatening coffee plantations 
in Klang, Selangor, where the crow was 
introduced, but there appears to be no 
record of whether the birds were of much 
use in combating them. 
Where introduced to East Africa the 
crow has increased sufficiently to have 
become a nuisance, competing with local 
species, destroying their nests and eggs, 
taking young poultry and feeding on grow-
ing crops and soft fruits. 
It appears that the Indian crow is slowly 
spreading wherever it has become estab-
lished and may prove to be an "unwanted 
guest" in other areas where it is intro-
duced, it is not established in Western 
Australia where 16 specimens have been 
shot since 1950, but none in the last few 
years. Vigilance should not be relaxed as 
the Indian crow is not wanted here. 
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